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Monday, February 9th, 1852. 
JOHN ANSTER, Esq., LL.D., V. P., in the Chair. 

Dr. Huband Smith (acting as Secretary in the absence of 
the Rev. Dr. Todd) read the minutes of the last meeting, 
and then proceeded to announce the receipt of the seal of Wil- 
liam Foster, Bishop of Clogher, which had been found in a 
field adjoining the Archdeaconry of Connor. The donor was 
the Archdeacon of Connor, who was of opinion that this seal, 
though not by any means an ancient one, was of some value, 
as helping to complete the collection of episcopal seals which 
was in course of being formed by the Academy. 

Sir William Betham was inclined to think that it was the 
seal of a recent Bishop of Clogher, who was the father of Judge 
Foster. 

Dr. Petrie observed, that the collection of the seals of Irish 
Bishops, whether ancient or coming down to their own times, 
was one of the points to which the attention of the Academy 
had been directed. Already they had a pretty large collection 
of those seals, and if it were more generally known that they 
were anxious to preserve things of this kind, many persons 
who had such articles in their possession, and perhaps set but 
Kttle value upon them, would, he felt sure, be glad to contri- 
bute them to the Museum of the Academy. The donors of 
such matters were, in his opinion, deserving of their best ac- 
knowledgments, and he therefore begged to move a vote of 
thanks to the Archdeacon of Connor for his valuable gift to 
the Museum. 

The motion was seconded, and passed unanimously. 



Sir William Betham exhibited two singular coins, made of 
bronze, which he was informed had been found at Rathfarn- 
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ham, county Dublin. They bore the impress of a head, which 
resembled that on a coin of Antiochus in his possession. They 
were evidently of a great antiquity ; but he could not posi- 
tively say whether they were coins of Antiochus or of one of 
the Ptolemys. It was singular that they should have been 
found at Rathfarnham, where several Roman coins had been 
already discovered. They were every day finding antiquities 
of Greece and Rome ; and notwithstanding what had trans- 
pired respecting the coins found in the firandations of Mr. 
Haliday's house, and those now in the possession of Mr. Cooke, 
of Parsonstown, the two coins which he then exhibited, with 
Mr. Glennon's permission, were in many respects singular and 
worthy of consideration. 

Dr. Petrie remarked that the discovery of such coins at 
Kathfarnham was a circumstance well worthy of attention. 
At the last meeting but one of the Academy he commented 
on the fact of Roman coins being occasionally found at that 
place. Those exhibited by Sir William Betham were not Ro- 
man ; they were actually Egyptian, and the eagle, indepen- 
dently of the inscriptions, clearly showed that they were so. 
It was strange that such coins should be found there; and if 
established by sufficient authority — something more than mere 
hearsay — it would be of the highest importance to have the 
fact placed upon record. 

Sir "William Betham said he knew nothing more of their 
history than what he had stated ; but he had no doubt that, 
if compared with the published coins of Egypt and Syria, 
their precise character would be ascertained. The heads on 
several of those coins were similar to these on the two which 
he had exhibited. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Glennon for having 
allowed the coins to be exhibited to the Academy. 



Mr. Huband Smith next announced the donation of a large 
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number of volumes, published by the Smithsonian Institution 
in the city of Washington. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the Smithsonian Society 
for their donation. 



Mr. Mulvany, in pursuance of a resolution passed at the 
last preceding meeting of the. Academy, having read a Paper,* 
giving an account of a large collection of antiquities, presented 
to the Museum by the Commissioners of Public Works, and 
others : — 

Sir William Betham, in allusion to the large metallic cast- 
ing which formed a part of the collection, observed, that it 
bore the arms of Castile and Leon, the double-headed eagle 
and the Imperial Crown of Germany. There were also the 
two Spanish pillars, in allusion to the pillars of Hercules. It 
must, in his opinion, have belonged to the period of Charles V., 
or his son Philip, when he was King of Spain and Emperor of 
Germany at one and the same time. 

Mr. Kelly said that the communication made by Mr. Mul- 
vany being one of so much importance, as regarded the ancient 
history of Ireland, ought to be referred to the Council of the 
Academy, with a view to its publication. He therefore begged 
to propose a resolution to that effect, and at the same time a 
vote of thanks to the Board of Works for their valuable 
donation. They lived in times when discoveries of an extra- 
ordinary kind were of almost daily occurrence. Through dis- 
coveries in Australia and California great treasures were 
making their way into England ; and he was proud to say 
that Mr. Mulvany's " diggings" bid fair to add to the histo- 
rical lore of Ireland treasures as valuable as anything which 
had been heretofore contributed. 

Dr. Petrie had great pleasure in seconding the motion. He 



* The particulars of this donation and Mr. Mulvany's remarks Trill appear 
as an Appendix. 



